
 

 

 

TOURISM TRANSITION ADVISORY BOARD 
 

 
 
Chair 
Michael Arnett 

Bachelor of Commerce (accounting & finance)  
Bachelor of Laws  
Mr Arnett is a consultant to and former partner and member of the board of 
directors and national head of the Natural Resources Business Unit of the law 
firm Deacons.   Mr Arnett was also one of the firm's three representatives on 
the international management board responsible for the management of 
Deacons' international operations throughout Asia. 

Michael has considerable experience in negotiating and leading mergers of 
professional service organisations into single entities as well as mergers that 
have culminated in establishment of new entities. 

• Chairman New Guinea Energy Limited 
• Non-executive director Archipelago Resources Plc 
• Non-executive director Cloncurry Metals Limited 
• Non-executive director Nexus Energy Limited 
• Non-executive director NRW Holdings Limited 
• Non-executive director Queensland Energy Resources Limited 
• Executive director Archipelago Metals Limited 

 
Resident of Eumundi. 

 
Gary Smith 

Bachelor of Commerce, Chartered Accountant  
Fellow Australian Institute of Company Directors 

Mr Smith is the managing director of Tourism Leisure Corporation.  Formed in 
1996, TLC operates several businesses in the tourism and leisure industries 
including Kingfisher Bay Resort and Eurong Beach Resort on Fraser Island; 
Fraser Explorer Tours; Fraser Island Barges; Palace Adventurers; The 
Undara Experience and Twin Waters Golf Course. 
 
Mr Smith’s tourism industry affiliations also include: 

• Board member Queensland Tourism Industry Council 
• Member of Queensland Tourism strategy steering committee 
• Non-executive director, Flight Centre Limited 
• Former chairman, Queensland Tourism Industry Council 1996 – 2007 
• Former board member and deputy chair – Ecotourism Australia 

 

 
Simone Pearce 

Bachelor of Laws 
 
Ms Pearce is a partner at Butler McDermott Lawyers, specialising in family 
law, civil litigation, estate disputes, building disputes, criminal law and has an 
interest in sports law.   
 
Ms Pearce has considerable experience in various administrative and legal 
matters involving restructuring of sporting associations and bodies, 
development of constitutions and standing orders, and has a detailed 
knowledge of governance and structure.   
 
• Chair of Nambour Futures Association Inc  
• Nationally accredited mediator and member of the National Panel 
• Family dispute resolution practitioner 
 
Resident of Nambour. 



 

 

 

 
Tony Hanmer 

 
More than 25 years’ leadership experience and a strong track record of 
company management acquisitions and leveraging new technologies to build 
professional organisations.  
 

• Mr Hanmer was the former senior vice president and a director of 
McCann Erickson Worldwide and Regional Director Asia and South 
Pacific, responsible for 29 offices in 17 countries.  

• Non-executive director and board advisor specialising in strategy, 
marketing and research for government, public, private companies 
and the not for profit sector.    

 
Resident of Coolum Beach. 
 

 
Peter Wade 

 
Established Travelbag in the UK, which became the largest specialist 
company in Europe selling holidays to Australia and New Zealand. 
 
Tourism industry involvement includes: 

• Director Tourism Queensland from  2001 to 2007 
• Chairman Tourism Queensland 2006 and 2007 
• Member National Tourism Aviation Council 2005 to present 
• Member Tourism Australia Marketing Advisory Board 2005 to 2007 
• Non Executive Director Quicksilver Cruises 2000 to present 
• Non Executive Director APT 2001 to present. 

 
Resident of Sunshine Beach. 
 

 
Cr Russell Green 
 

Sunshine Coast Regional Council representative 
ex-officio member 

 
Cr Tim Dwyer 

Sunshine Coast Regional Council representative 
ex-officio member 

 
 


